FIRST ARTICLE TEST (GOVERNMENT TESTING) (ARDEC 39)

Include this clause when Item 19 is checked on the Contract Clause Selection Worksheet.  Fill-in information is also on the form.  (ARDEC 39)

FIRST ARTICLE TEST (GOVERNMENT TESTING) (ARDEC 39)

-

    a.  The first article shall consist of:

           [‑1‑description; list quantity of assemblies, subassemblies, and components] which shall be examined and tested in accordance with contract requirements, the item specification(s), the Quality Assurance Provisions (QAPs) and drawings listed in the Technical Data Package.

     b.  The first article shall be delivered to:

                             [‑2‑location]

The first article shall be delivered by the Contractor Free on Board (FOB) destination except when transportation protective service or transportation security is required by other provision of this contract.  If such is the case, the first article shall be delivered FOB origin and shipped on Govern​ment Bill of Lading.   

     c.  The first article shall be representative of items to be manufactured using the same processes and procedures as contract production.  All parts and materials, including packaging and packing, shall be obtained from the same source of supply as will be used during regular production.  All components, subassemblies, and assemblies in the first article sample shall have been produced by the Contractor (including subcontractors) using the technical data package applicable to this procurement.

     d.  Prior to delivery, each of the first article assemblies, subassem​blies, and components shall be inspected by the Contractor for all contract, drawing, QAP and specification requirements except for any environmental or destructive tests indicated below:

                           [‑3‑exceptions]  

The Contractor shall provide to the Contracting Officer at least 15 calendar days advance notice of the schedule date for final inspection of the first article.  Those inspections which are of a destructive nature shall be performed upon additional sample parts selected from the same lot(s) or batch(es) from which the first article was selected.  Results of contractor inspections (including  supplier's and vendor's inspection records when applicable) shall be verified by the Government Quality Assurance Representa​tive (QAR).  One copy of the contractor's inspection report with evidence of the QAR’s verification shall be forwarded with the first article; two copies shall be provided to the Contracting Officer.  Upon delivery to the Government, the first article may be subjected to inspection for all contract, drawing, specification, and QAP requirements.

     e.  Notwithstanding the provisions for waiver of first article, an additional first article sample or portion thereof, may be ordered by the Contracting Officer in writing when (i) a major change is made to the techni​cal data, (ii) whenever there is a lapse in production for a period in excess of 90 days, or (iii) whenever a change occurs in the place of performance, manufacturing process, material used, drawing, specification or source of supply.  When conditions (i), (ii), or (iii) above occurs, the Contractor shall notify the Contracting Officer so that a determination can be made concerning the need for an additional first article sample or portion thereof, and instructions provided concerning the submission, inspection and notifica​tion of results.  Costs of the additional first article testing resulting from any of the causes listed herein that were instituted by the contractor and not due to changes directed by the Government shall be borne by the Contractor.

     f.  Rejected first articles or portions thereof not destroyed during inspection and testing will be held at the government first article test site for a period of 30 days following the date of notification of rejection, pending receipt of instructions from the Contractor for the disposition of the rejected material.  The Contractor agrees that failure to furnish such instructions within said 30 day period shall constitute abandonment of said material by the Contractor and shall confer upon the Government the right to destroy or otherwise dispose of the rejected items at the discretion of the Government without liability to the Contractor by reason of such destruction or disposition.

